First steps in doing a Critical Review – short of writing one!

Step 1

Skim the article you have to review to gain a general idea of what it is about. This process should take you about five minutes or less.
Step 2
Discuss the article with someone else. Write down general ideas or themes. Discussing the article may clarify your understanding and trigger some initial ideas.
Step 3
Read it again. This time, highlight sections which seem important, or better still, take notes of the important details. (The important things are the subject/s of the article, the conclusion/s of the writer and the arguments and/or data that the writer provides in order to reach his or her conclusion/s.) 
Now check your notes with someone else. Note differences and similarities in the points you have written down. If there are major differences, go back and check the article.
Step 4
Check the main points with the article once more. Make sure your notes ‘agree’ with the points raised by the writer. (You should be able to point to evidence from the text to confirm that your notes are accurate.) Write out a quick “flow” diagram of the article which covers the main points of each paragraph. The point of the diagram should be to show the relationships between the main points in the article. 
Step 5 
Have a long, hard think about the article. Put the article aside and just think about what you have read. Good critical review writing does not take five minutes. It requires careful and clear thinking.
Step 6
Read your notes again and look at the diagram you have made. Can you think of any criticisms that you have about the article? (These may include questions, disagreements, doubts, etc.) You are not criticising the author here, just the points he or she has raised. These criticisms could relate to the:

• theoretical claims 
• evidence 
• case method 
• statistical support
• use of other writers’ arguments, etc
Now, can you think of anything you agree with in the article? Perhaps you can think of a further application of one of the writer’s ideas, for example. Any strong response that you have to the article is generally useful. When you have finished, check your criticisms and agreements with those of another person.
This is a purist model but can be adapted to any reading you might do in school or share with the staff.
You can get groups to read different articles and produce a flow chart to show at end of the hour – could be a drawing to explain (if feeling very creative!)
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