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Looking for “hidden” DTLN
(Dyslexic Type Learning Needs)

Who do you teach who ha:

“Marked differences in terms of 
competencies in certain areas, 
especially with regard to oral 
versus text based skills”  HMIE 
2008 So…..
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See  “A marked improvement”
Elliott et al 2016 EEF

Boosting the 
inclusive quality
of classroom
practice
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Introducing:

“The 4 Rules of Single Vowel Syllables”

Or

How to make single vowels in syllables say 
what you want them to say
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Single Vowels in syllables:
• Usually say their ‘name’ or their ‘sound’:

• ‘ah’ – as in apple  

• ‘ay’ – as in ace – and so on

• You can talk about open/closed, long/short 
but….. likely  to be associated with previous 
failure – So I prefer “name or sound”

• The question is- where does a single vowel 
sit in a syllable to give the sound we want?        
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Sounds?  Two places:

• A single vowel usually says its sound:

• When it is in a consonant sandwich (cvc) ‘cat’ 
‘run’ etc

• When it is begins a syllable – ‘im/port/ant, 
ge/ol/o/gy

• Think “im/pact”
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Names?  Two places:

• A single vowel usually says its name:

• When it is at the end of a syllable –
‘sci/ence’  

• When it is alone in a syllable – ‘o/pen

• Think ‘e/mu’

• Also ‘ge/o/graphic’ and so on
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Please get me “o,u,a,e,d,b,f,t,c,s” 

So…….. Eight steps to success

1. I say, we say, you say

2. I clap, we clap, you clap

3. Say the first syllable

4. Write it – watch out for a silent letter!

5. Finger space

6. Say the next syllable

7. Write it

8. Finger space – and so on
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Any issues for tweaks for policy/practice?

A colleague says “How can I get 
them to comprehend when they 
struggle to read the words?”

13/10/2022 Copyright Neil MacKay 2022 14

13

14



10/13/2022

8

13/10/2022 Copyright Neil MacKay 2022 15

Baseball and Comprehension
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Recht, D.R. and Leslie, L., 1988. Effect of prior 
knowledge on good and poor readers’ memory of 
text. Journal of Educational Psychology, 80(1), p.16.

• Each student heard the same story 
narrating half an inning of a made-up 
baseball game

• Asked to read the story 

• Use a model to reenact the action.

• Quiz
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Prediction time – rank the four groups in order of probable
comprehension success
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Any surprises? What is the 
message from this,
for us and our colleagues?

The results 

• Prior knowledge really can compensate for 
lack of reading ability

• Weaker readers can do nearly as well as 
strong readers if they had been 
introduced to the key elements before 
being asked to read a passage.

• So……..

• Message for colleagues?
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The cost of 
getting it wrong is
“cognitive overload”
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TCP-QR
(Copyright Neil MacKay 1997)

• T – Title 
• What is this all 

about?

• How does it fit in 

• C - Captions
• Anything in bold

• Anything which 
catches the eye

• P – Pictures
• Context clues

• What is it about?

• Q – Questions
• Highlight “action” 

words

• Any new 
information?

• R – Reading
• Skim/scan for 

information

• How accurate 
were your 
predictions?
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Another approach
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Three reasons why – all centred 
around cognitive overload.
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Modelling the writing process
• Step 1 - Generating ideas – group brainstorm 

• Step 2 - Multi-sensory selection and ordering 
of ideas in the form of an appropriate planning 
tool – mind map, story board, flow chart etc.

• Step 3 – Add value
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Modelling the writing process
• Step 4 – Present appropriate scaffold/framework 

and optional paragraph starter phrases

• Step 5 – Talk it out

• Step 6 – Write it up
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F ina lly

F ir s t

A ls o

N e x t

A f te r  

tha t

T he n

S o,

T I P  T A P P

T im e

to s ta r t a  new  

p a r a g r a p h  w he n y ou  

cha ng e :

S im p le r

T im e

I d e a

P e r s on

M or e  s op h is t ic a te d

T hem e /T op ic

A d v e r t

P la ce

P ic tur e  in  y our  he a d
B e ca us e

H ow e v e r

G e ne r ic  

p a r a  

s ta r te r s

A nd ,  1 / 1 3 / 2 0 1 6 C o p y r ig h t  N e il M a c K a y  2 0 1 6 7 4

13/10/2022 Copyright Neil MacKay 2021 30

29

30



10/13/2022

16

Let’s make it work and go to 
“The Island”
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Step 1
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The initial brainstorm might 
look like this – time to prime 
the pump……..
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Sp.  See me

Step 2
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1. Stick your events/encounters stickies on the route
in the best places.  Then …...

2. Add at least one” adjective/adverb to each stickie 

Re-process and add value later –
challenges could include:

• Alliteration
• Classy adjectives
• Metaphor/simile
• Personification  
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Next step  – Talk it, 
then write it
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Time to give a helping hand. Always, 
always, always offer a paragraph starter-
all subjects, every time (policy issue?):
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Time to give a helping hand to reduce cognitive 
load:
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Things to do/try/say tomorrow
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Embed 
multi sensory 
thinking, selecting, 
ordering and – nobody 
writes before talking.
No research but it 
works!

Embed 
context setting 
approaches for 20+ 
months progress in 12

Embed set ‘em up to 
succeed and believe approaches 
(High expectation/self-
efficacy) for 18+months 
progress in 12

Embed 
lesson chunking, 
quizzing and retrieval 
for 20+ months 
progress in 12

Embed 
happy clappy teary 
syllabification 
strategies for 18 
months progress in 12

So I could:

So I could: So I could: 

So I could:So I could:
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Final Message?
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