Some Basic Spelling ‘Rules’
1. Spelling is about listening (for the sounds) and then looking (because there are several ways to spell some sounds, and we must choose which option  ‘looks right)’.  

2. Ensure the student understands the concept of short vowels (a-apple, e- egg, i- igloo, o- orange u- umbrella), which are most often spelt with the single letter.

3. Ensure they recognise the sound made by a long vowel (where it says its name).  These are often made by two or three vowels,  (e.g. ai, ee, igh, oa, ue etc) or a split digraph (e.g. a-e as in tape, i-e as in pipe) .

4. To keep a short vowel, double the final consonant when adding a vowel suffix (e.g. stop + ed = stopped).

5. When a word ends in a split digraph, remove the e before you add a suffix that begins with a vowel (e.g. make+ing = making).

6. When a word ends in a split digraph, keep the e when you add a suffix that begins with a consonant (e.g. like+ness  = likeness).
7. I, u, j and v almost never come at the end of English words. 
8. "I" before "e" except after "c" (when the sound is ‘ee’) or when saying "A" as in neighbour or weigh. 
9. "S-h" is used to say "sh" at the beginning of a word or end of a syllable, but not at the beginning of a syllable after the first one. "Ti", "si" and "ci" are used then. (shoe or dish but... lotion, tension, and social) 
10. "E", "i" or "y" may make a "c" or "g" soft. Put an "e" at the end of a word when you want the "c" or "g" at the end to be soft. (rice or change) Keep the "e" there when adding suffixes that begin with "a" or "o". (changeable, noticeable) 
11. All syllables must have a vowel. That is why we have an "e" at the end of apple, bottle, table, etc. 
12. /k/ following a short vowel directly is spelt ‘ck’ in short words (e.g. duck, black).

13. At the end of a one syllable word that has a single vowel, "f", "l", "s" and “z” are usually doubled (e.g. miss, buzz). (I call these flossy words) 
14. All, full, and till are written with only one "l" when combined with another syllable. (almost, wonderful, until) 
15. Single vowel "y" at the end of a word changes to "i" when a suffix is added, except for suffixes that begin with "i." (cry...cries....but crying. Double vowels do not follow this rule: boys) 
16. "X" is never followed by "s". (excellent, excited, boxes.) 
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