What does a Dyslexia Friendly Classroom look like?

· The classroom has a positive ethos in which making mistakes is acceptable.

· Flexible groupings are used. Dyslexic students are sometimes grouped with intellectual peers.

· Teaching is multisensory (uses visual, auditory and kinaesthetic modalities).

· No dictation is required.

· Alternatives to copying from the board are available (e.g. close copy, Cloze passage, photocopy).

· Alternative ways of recording are encouraged.

· When writing is required scaffolding is provided  (writing frames, useful vocabulary).

· Key words are displayed clearly.

· No reading aloud is demanded without first checking competency.

· Reading materials are enlarged, simplified, presented on pastel coloured paper.

· Instructions are given clearly.

· Information is given in bite-sized chunks.

· ‘Take up’ or ‘thinking’ time is given after a question is asked.

· Students are praised for asking for help or clarification (red/green signal cards can help here).

· Assessments are flexible.
· Marking is positive.
· Learning ‘how to learn’ skills (study skills) are taught explicitly.
· Opportunities for success are provided regularly and some of 

            these are demonstrated publicly to develop self-esteem.

